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"Oh!" said the chair. "You want a signed man-
date from the Hindus. I can't get you that. If you
can't act alone, you muct leave the matter over till
the next meeting of this board. The Commissioner
will be back from leave by then. I know nothing
about this woman. As you know, I'm only acting
here. If you make difficulties for yourself, you'll
never get things done in India, Mr. Charles. Is
there any other item on the agenda? Have you
anything else to bring up ?"
"The budget/' I said. "I have made a good many
alterations in the allocations of the Acting Principal,
who prepared a provisional budget last March."
"Oh, the budget," said the Acting Commissioner.
"We don't know anything about figures here. If
you've got your new budget written out and will
pass it along, I'll sign it. It's no use reading aloud
a long list of figures. We should all go to sleep. I
assume the board is unanimous in accepting the
new Principal's revised budget."
Several people got up, I presume to protest, but
the Acting Commissioner went on:
"Thank you, gentlemen. That's quite all right.
Let me have the budget sheet, Charles. I'll sign it
now. I think that closes the meeting. In conclusion
I offer you on behalf of this board our unanimous
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